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Brazee Award Presented to
Bette Manchester

At the annual conference at Sugarloaf this past October,
MAMLE presented the Brazee Award to Bette Manchester. The
Brazee Award is made periodically (not necessarily annually) to
acknowledge people who have helped promote quality middle
grades education in Maine in ways beyond public school service.
Bette is perhaps best known for her leadership of the Maine
Learning Technology Initiative.

Bette began her career at the Poland Spring Job Corps Center
as acounselor. Working with teenagers from around the country
who did not easily find success in the usual public school setting
certainly opened her eyes to the various educational, social, and
psychological needs of a very diverse population.

With this foundational knowledge of non-traditional learners,
Bette began her first job in Maine public schools as a second
grade teacher at Auburn’s St. Louis School. She had 42 students
in her class and no books. Fortunately, her inherent creativity
helped her develop her skills as a problem solver and out-of-the-
box thinker which facilitated her meeting the needs of
this overflowing classroom of seven year olds. She
was also challenging the accepted dress-code norms of
the day. This was the early 70’s and female teachers
simply did not wear pants —even for recess duty when
the temperature was hovering around zero. Bette was a
trailblazer and became one of the first female teachers
to dare to wear a pantsuit to class. Believe it or not,
women wearing pants in the classroom was a very
controversial topic in those days!

Problem solver, risk taker, and trailblazer are
adjectives that describe Bette to this day. While in
Auburn, Bette created one of the early resource rooms
in the State of Maine. It was a diagnostic-prescriptive
model designed to identify a child’s reading needs
and provide the classroom teacher with the strategies
necessary to help the child learn toread better. She also
helpedtodesign and implement aregional day-treatment
center for students with emotional and/or behavioral

problems that impeded their academic progress in the regular
classroom. Both of these approaches were revolutionary ideas
designed to better meet needs of the students not succeeding in
the regular classroom.

Leaving Auburn, Bette moved into the role of Director
of Special Education in Hallowell and then SAD #75. She
was, however, always thinking about all students, knowing
that there were many learning needs not addressed by either
accepted classroom practice or special ed initiatives. Being a
principal would allow her to address these issues. She accepted
the principalship of Bowdoin Central School, a K-6 elementary
school in SAD #75. She and her staff developed a collaborative
culture that was a precursor of the PLC initiatives we read of
today. They looked at the data and decided they had too many
initiatives, even helping to shape the $100 laptop initiative by
taking on MIT’s Nicolas Negroponte about the importance of
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I’msitting here, in my new office, writing this just before Winter Break.
Some of you know that UMF has just opened their new education
building. Over the last two weeks, I’ve packed up my office, thrown
out a ton of old stuff I don’t need any more, and collected stuff that
I can’t bare to part with, but probably will end up in my basement in
storage. My office was moved over yesterday and I'm sitting at my
new desk, surrounded by all the boxes that I have yet to unpack and
wondering where I’m going to put everything once I do. It’s a great
time to think about where I’ve been and where I’'m going.

With Christmas and New Year’s looming, on top of the move to the
new building, I’m struck by how this is a season for reflection, and
intentions to change for the better; of wishing for “peace on earth and
good will toward men” and of New Year’s resolutions. It’s a little
ironic, since for educators, we usually do that in August, right before
the new school year starts. So it occurs to me that it is once again a
good time to step back from the craziness and routines of teaching to
reflect on our schools and our teaching, and to think about how we
can impact the young people we work with every day.

I know that in my own work, I’m thinking a lot about how do we
reach 'H™| child. I’'m working with a group that is creating innova-
tive schools for hard to teach students, and I think of this work as the
“Schools We Need Project” because the schools we have don’t work
for every child. We believe pretty strongly that it starts with strong
relationships and includes making learning meaningful, active, and
engaging for students. Although we don’t work exclusively with the
middle grades, sounds pretty Middle Level, though, right? And as I
reflect on empowering and supporting educators in thoughtful practice,
I remember Dennis Littkey’s words: “If we love kids more than we
love schools, we need to change schools.”

I’m proud to be your new President, leader of an organization that
represents teachers who hold their subject areas as important, but
secondary to reaching the 10-14 year olds we teach. I'm excited that
I get to work with educators in Maine (and elsewhere) who believe
that decisions about school organization, curriculum, and pedagogy
need to be based on what is good for kids, not what is “school.” It’s
hard work, but organizations like MAMLE allow us to tell our stories,
support one another, and learn from each other.

So as we think about peace, let’s also think about reaching out to our
hard to teach (and hard to love!) students. And as we think about New
Year’s resolutions, let’s reflect on what we would like to do differently
in our teaching and schools to reach more students.

What do you believe we should do to create the schools we need?

Happy New Year!

Mike Muir, MAMLE President
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Don’t Rush the Spaces

Waiting is the hardest part. We don’t customarily think of
playing a musical instrument to be as much about not making
noise as making noise —not blowing your trumpet, not plucking
the bass string, not hitting the African drum. Learning to play
a solo, or in unison, or with syncopation is a special kind of
wait training: learning to put silences between sounds is what
makes the sounds so special.

InOctober, visiting African drummer Baba Kevin Campbell
had an interesting phrase he used when talking with our kids
about the interstices between hits on their djembes and congas.
“Don’t rush the spaces,” he said, as he was working with one
group of drummers. It’s hard not to rush, since apparently “na-
ture abhors a vacuum.” But spaces in time and distance aren’t
necessarily empty. They have a purpose. They are filled with
something: silence, longing, anticipation, room. Spaces hold
something even when we see or hear nothing inside them.

Beyond playing music, Baba Kevin’s phrase made me
consider the number of times in a day that we are all tempted
to “rush the spaces” between “notes.”

Observation is a valuable skill and can’t take place with
depth and mindfulness if we’re rushing into the space. Take
watching our glorious monarch butterfly chrysalises for in-
stance, and the space between caterpillar and winged insect.
Or just the space that the newly hatched butterfly takes to let
its wings dry, preparing for flight. What does it think so as
not to rush the space? And then as soon as it takes flight, it’s
gotta rush the space from here to Mexico!

In art class, when our kids go out to draw Castine build-
ings from a common perspective, they are accustomed to not
rushing the negative spaces. What’s not told by pencil lines
or paint or clay is as important as what’s been filled in. The
same can be said of narrative technique in writing. Any mystery
writer knows that the mere mention of a door, or perhaps an
old seaman’s chest locked shut, having been recently discov-
ered in a dark recess of the derelict attic, is a tempting or even
horrifying lack of description. Don’t rush the spaces between
words — and don’t open that door...just yet!
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The sixty feet, six inches of space between the pitcher’s
mound and the strike zone is one of the most sublime stretches
of anticipation and longing in the known universe. “Swing
batter!” Or, “No, don’t swing!” An instant’s decision about
timing and rhythm and space creates the grand slam symphony
or ignominious sour note. Don’t rush the spaces between
curveball release and swing.

A physicist might understand distances in time and space
somewhatdifferently. Consider the interstellar and intergalactic
voids to be observed in the universe. And all that’s observ-
able by our eyes doesn’t even add up to the quantum values
for known matter. There must be something in the spaces that
we don’t yet understand. Spaces await description, definition,
and understanding. They contain dark matter. Keep listening
to the spaces of light years.

Waiting is also anticipation, getting ready for that next beat,
the next cadence, the next chance to imitate Baba Kevin and
echo his beguiling rhythm — or the chance to swing at what-
ever junk that lefty pitcher can muster, standing so confidently
sixty feet away.

Now we await the next chance to hit the real African drums
again with Baba Kevin. We will use our 5-gallon plastic “con-
gas” and big blue Rubbermaid recycling bin “djembes” during
recess in the meanwhile. Yes, waiting is the hardest part.

Spotlight Your School

We see and hear about many outstanding programs and ideas in our Maine schools. Your Maine Association for

Middle Level Education needs your help to spread the word. Please consider sharing your ideas and success stories in
one of our publications. No article is too small. For more information, contact Wally Alexander at wallace.alexander@
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Engaging Staff in Text-Based Discussion
A Text-Based Response Strategy for PLCs, Staff

Meetings, and Team Meeting
Jill Spencer
More and more schools are adopting the Professional Learning Community model as a way to build a cul-
ture of inquiry. These schools are determined to find ways to increase the achievement of their students and

promote their well-being.

Leadership teams are using text-based discussions as part of their PLC plan. MAMLE, NELMS, and NMSA
all provide many publications with pertinent articles that lend themselves to text-based discussions.

When planning a text-based discussion, facilitators want to think about a few things:
* How should the furniture in the meeting room be arranged to facilitate face-to-face discussions?

¢ What is the context for the article to be read? Staff will want to know if the ideas in the article are a definite
direction the school is going to take or just an interesting idea to consider.

» What strategy will engage every person in the room and that can be applied back in the classroom? Last
Word is an example of such a strategy.

Last Word

* Choose a compelling article to read.
* Arrange the meeting room into small groups of 5-8.
* Set the context for the article.

* Have everyone read the article and annotate (stickies, highlighting, etc.) the ideas that jump out at him or
her.

* Have a volunteer in each group go first to share a thought about the article. (A reaction, a summary statement,
a question, a connection, etc.) The comment should be short and to the point.

* Each person in the group then makes a comment. Individuals may respond to a previous comment, but the
group is not to get into a discussion at this point. Once a person has spoken she/he must remain silent during
the rest of the comments.

* After each one in the group has had a chance to speak, the first person gets to have the last word. She/he
might respond to a comment made or say something new.

* When the groups finish, the facilitator may open up a general discussion or simply chart some of the ideas
expressed as a summarizer.

This strategy is a way to process ideas in an article in a way that involves everyone in the room. Big ideas
can be identified for further exploration.



Janet Nesin Reynolds Outstanding
Middle Level Educator — 2006

Each year the Board of Directors of the Maine Association for Middle Level Education recognizes outstanding
middle level educators based on the core values of MAMLE:

* Meets the developmental needs of young adolescents

* Promotes local professional development

* Promotes healthy work environment for both students and teachers
» Exemplifies high standards based on research

* Invites active participation by students, parents, and/or community

This award is named in honor of the late Janet Nesin Reynolds, who was an exemplary model of what it is to be an
outstanding middle level educator. This year, the Board of Directors is glad to present one award.

Nancy Durgin
A. D. Gray Middle School, Waldoboro, Maine

Nancy Durgin is a caring individual that cares not only for the students of the community in which she teaches,
but for the community itself. She has been an active member in the local theater community where her outgoing,
and at times zany, personifications of characters on
stage carry into her classroom environment creating
an atmosphere that students can participate and have
fun learning. She demands nothing less than quality i |
performances and students rise to the occasion. Nancy
Durgin’s greatness is her enthusiasm for the school as a
whole. She takes it upon herself to know and understand
what is going on around her in her school, and she also
plays an active role in making the school environment
fun for the student body. She is also instrumental in
Community Studies, an end of the year experiential
curriculum organized around activities that interest
middle schoolers, including horseback riding, canoeing,
orienteering, dog training, etc.

Nancy’s spirit is an integral part of the work
environment at A.D. Gray. Her love for teaching and
young adolescents outshines their worn, old building
that is scheduled for closure in 2008. Her principal
reports that one of her most impressive qualities is her
continued drive to develop her teaching. Her students
are the beneficiaries of Nancy’s life-long learning as
they are exposed to rich, integrated units in Language
Arts and Social Studies.
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Jordan E. (p. 131)

Mark Springer is simply one of the best! Best at teach-
ing, best at helping students find their voices, best at inspiring
other teachers to stretch, and a darn nice guy to boot. Many
of us in Maine have met Mark at the Middle Level Education
Institute at Orono or at a MAMLE Conference. He has taught
us to take time to build community in our classrooms and has
offered strategies to do so. He demonstrates how to encourage
students to ask questions and to search out the answers. He
lives his vision of a democratic classroom.

Many have read his first book, 0/)"2,'9 , his account of
how he and his partner developed an integrated curriculum
focusing on the local watershed in Bucks County, Pennsylva-
nia. We’ve been waiting impatiently for his second book that
will detail taking what he learned in the Watershed Program
and developing it into a democratic classroom using the ideas
of James Beane and Barbara Brodhagen. Well... it’s here and
I’m delighted to tell you about it.

Some of you know that I have retired from the classroom
and am working in school reform activities here in Maine. In
that capacity, I hear a lot about William Daggett and Michael
Fullan’s reform work. Therefore I decided to read <#B:9*:+2
through the lenses of Daggett and Fullan’s big ideas because
many educators will tell you that reform does not allow for
approaches like democratic classrooms and integrated cur-
riculum. WRONG! Allow me to elaborate.

Daggett talks about rigor, relevance, and relationships.
Fullan’s big three are literacy, numeracy, and the well-being
of the child. Mark states ““...<#B:9*:+2and similar integrative
curricula focus on the needs of young adolescents to establish
a sense of self, to belong to a group that provides safety and
support, and involve them in meaningful learning activities with
tangible results” (p. 15). Daggett’s relationships and Fullan’s

well-being of the child are key components of the <#B:9*:+2%

program. But what does all that rhetoric really look like? In
Mark’s classroom, the development of relationships begins in
the spring before students enter <#B:9*:+2 Pictures are taken,
a series of meetings are held with students and
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Reviewed by Jill Spencer

parents, requests for summer communications are shared and
assignments given. When students enter the classroom in
September, their pictures and postcards are on the wall, the
<#B 9* +slogoand messages from last year are evident, and the
blackboard lists a provocative quote, ongoing responsibilities
and their first assignment. The message is sent — you belong
here, you are part of a community, and we are focusing on
learning in this place. “Cooperation is more important than
obedience in a democracy; community solves more problems
than competition” (p. 2). This theme of community weaves
throughout every aspect of <#B:9*:+2 Many teachers yearn
for this sense of community. Mark would argue that no one
should try to adopt as a whole a particular program, but rather
should adapt concepts and practices to the needs of one’s own
situation. However, he does explain step by step the process the
<#B:9*:+2teachers use to develop their class culture including
copies of letters to parents and students.
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It is probably no surprise that an exemplary middle level
program addresses the issues of the well-being of the child
and relationships — these are concepts that help define middle
level education. But what about rigor, relevance, literacy
and numeracy? How does a democratic classroom address
these characteristics that define modern reform efforts? Let’s
look at relevancy first. Using a process that was developed
by Barbara Brodhagen in her seventh grade classroom in
Madison, Wisconsin, the students develop the units they
wish to study by identifying where their questions about
their own lives intersect with their questions about the world.
The students are involved in every aspect of the curriculum
developmentincluding how to demonstrate their mastery of re-
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quired standards. The curriculum is based on student questions
and these questions make the content relevant to the students.
Another way that relevancy is addressed in <#B:9*:+2% by
making abstract concepts concrete for students within the
context of their classroom. Students define their “discipline
code” by writing a <#B:9*:+2Learner’s “Bill of Rights.” The
U.S. Constitution, often studied in eight grade, becomes an
important and understandable document when students apply
its concepts every day in school.

Students are immersed in numeracy and literacy. They
are reading, writing, building their vocabulary, and develop-
ing their ability to defend with evidence their answers to the
questions they generate. Mathematical concepts are applied
throughout the units — making scale models, interpreting
statistics, problem-solving, physical challenges, etc. All are
explained in great detail in the book.
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But what of rigor? Mark makes this argument in defense
of his philosophical stance on democratic classrooms. “Please
don’t get me wrong; I’m not arguing that reading, writing, and
arithmetic aren’t vital to educating young citizens — they most
certainly are crucial. I am arguing that those skills are notenough
in and of themselves to ensure the survival of democracy and
the freedoms it entails. As important to a democratic society
are higher-level thinking skills of analysis, reflection, self-as-
sessment, and synthesis, along with creativity” (p. 2). If one
defines rigor as quality of thinking as opposed to staggering
quantities of work, then <#B:9*:+2exemplifies rigor. This is
not a classroom of workbook pages. Units are project-based
on real life situations that do not have readily discernable
answers. Students are continuously reflecting on their efforts
and results and setting new goals. They look for relationships
among seemingly disparate concepts or events or questions.
Here’s an exercise Mark’s students excel at — see how well
you do: Link coffee to the U.S. Constitution with just eight
questions that flow from one to another. I’ll give you the first
question — “Where and when was coffee first cultivated?”
(p- 66). You will have to read the book to check your efforts
against the students.
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Are they ready for high school you might ask? “Our
<#B:9*:+2students tend to be articulate and most willing to
express their ideas in class... They are motivated and very
self-confident... I feel the greatest asset of these students is
their passion for learning...” Jeanne Lyman, ninth grade teacher
(p- 137). The <#B:9*:+2students also match or do better than
their classmates in report card grades in ninth grade. They are
indeed ready for high school.

Every time I talk with Mark or hear him speak, I wonder
to myself if the success of his program is simply a function
of his personality? But as ['ve read and thought about what
Mark does, I've decided it’s not. Granted there are aspects
of his personality that make it more likely that his programs
will succeed: he’s smart, a thinker, a problem-solver, even-
tempered, has a sense of humor and doesn’t take himself
too seriously, but takes what he does very seriously. No, it’s
more than personality. First, Mark believes in each student
and knows she/he can accomplish great things given the right
environment. Secondly, he is passionate about student voice.
Third, he recognizes that a teacher has to identify the critical
elements that will make a program successful and make sure
that the design of the program incorporates those elements over
and over again. Two such elements in the <#B:9*:+2program
are responsibility and student voice. These are teacher beliefs
and actions that can be developed. A successful program oc-
curs when there is a solid belief system at the foundation, a
thoughtful plan that incorporates effective practices, and a lot
of hard work.

<#B:9*:+2is a wonderful book. It is inspirational and
practical. If you need to research and reflect on the practices
of a democratic classroom a bit more before you are ready to
implement, you will still find lots of ideas that make sense in
any classroom. Get to know Mark through his writings, his
presentations, and in person — you will be changed for the
better as a teacher.
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A Review of Ron Clark's Book
Cindy Pulite

794" QR¥Y'-96+:91%8B&*)BHR) BY': ) Hi0<4R2B754<ID D>, " 2% (#'T&'S":)/"1% 5:9%4+*99& %> ##&2G%
="+ ISCYB, *29H* NORPHSUIP LA YR &'>) QYR Y U 22*+:$':)Uo*: 04 " * 2V SH | R 8/ 2 2098 56> HHE&Y6
HSSB¥)| CRAYOOX)H: YtV B*"9U5/9%:+ 298P H#B) S 998 B H' QOB >/)*#:32)B9") 20" 'Y 1'9OUHYR'" > 3%
"/9304908" H* NUPHELHY ™" Vo> 1> V88 )+ OHU(> ) *H'0B*99& B H' & >) > 2 TR >, Ykt Bott" U8 H*N 2%
("H#$%.,"*2B62)BO") 2%6*: Yo YB)*#: 296#(%64*998 %66+ 1

Ron Clark’s book, S,'%722":)*/&WUd%%ncredibly inspiring;
I am grateful to have discovered this book for an assignment I
was given in a “middle school education class.”

This assignment is a portion of a learning experience in
preparing me with the educational tools and training to become
afuture teacher. I was given the freedom to pick any book that
I would like to critique and review that pertained to similar
reading assignments during the course curriculum.

I came across the book S,'%722")*/&%@Uby Ron Clark.
Prior to the assignment I knew nothing about the book or the
author. However, I immediately became inspired just reading
the first few pages and I realized this would be a book that I
would feel comfortable promoting to other educators.

If you are not familiar with this author, it is important to
know a little about Ron Clark and his successful philosophy
about teaching. He has been a teacher since 1995 and is from
a small town in North Carolina. He has taught in some of the
most difficult schools during this time and recently in Harlem,
New York. He won the 2001 “Disney Teacher of the Year
Award” and he has traveled around the country talking to teach-
ers, PTA’s and school boards. He currently lives in Atlanta,
Georgia where he is devoting most of his time to opening a
school for students from low economic areas.

Ron Clark indicates that early in his teaching career he felt
it would be important to develop a list of essential rules for his
students. He felt they needed to learn some of the basic rules
of life. This may be one of the most important concepts in
helping middle level students grow in a positive self-confident
manner. It is important that middle level students learn the
significance of respect for their parents, teachers, and peers.
This will also enable students to gain the ability to represent
themselves in a polite and articulate manner which will have
a positive impact on their lives and futures.

Ron Clark then created this list for his fifth grade class. At
the time, they had little interest in learning and were lacking
motivation. They were struggling to read at grade level and
he felt it was important to reinforce a sense of confidence and
self-respect. It was interesting for Ron Clark to discover that
once the students were introduced to the rules, they subsequently
began to improve their reading abilities and in time they were
reading above grade level. He then began each school year

with the, “essential rules” that he had established the first
year. He experienced a gradual, but positive change in each
classroom. The students began to turn themselves around.
They became more polite and were more interested in their
schoolwork. It appeared to be successful since the students
began to work harder, with fewer complaints and with more
motivation.

In this book, Ron Clark points out that he is strict, but he has
high expectations of each student. He feels that it is important
to treat them with respect and emphasizes a positive nature
in the classroom. He also offers several suggestions of how
to find something in common with students. They will then
have another way to relate to you, resulting in a stronger bond.
He stresses the importance of being liked by the students and
also respected, as this is an important balance for the teacher
to obtain in the classroom.

All of the strategies were a success in North Carolina and
also in Harlem. Fellow teachers and many parents began to ask
him what was behind his success. This prompted Ron Clark to
write out the list of “essentials” and to share them. This later
became the inspiration to write the book, S, ' %22 : ) &dJ

I admire Ron Clark as he shares countless experiences that
demonstrate his determination and desire to truly connect with
students. His rules for good manners work together with learn-
ing self-discipline. In addition to the rules, he never hesitates
to show his sincerity and praise for the students. The children
respond in a positive manner and seem to excel because of it.
Ron Clark states that, “the children you believe in now will be
the children that you will admire tomorrow.”

This collection of amazingly simple rules can be a great guide
inbecoming an affective and successful teacher. I enjoyed read-
ing this humorous and heart-warming book and I felt inspired
by a teacher who has a practical approach and simple classroom
effectiveness. This book will help teachers and parents know how
to teach students the simple rules for life; including how to say
thank you, how to help and respect others, how to become more
organized, and how to be the best person that they can be.

Many new teachers go in with great ideas and creative
lesson plans, but getting their lessons across to students also
requires good classroom management skills. Ifthereisasingle
book to help teachers develop these skills, this is the book.
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Winthrop Middle School Talking Wall

Lisa Gilman
Winthrop Middle School

This year at Winthrop Middle School we are creating a “Talking
Wall” mural. Margy Burns Knight, a well-known children’s
author, is working with the students and staff to bring the
project into fruition. ArgyNestor, Visual and Performing Arts
Specialist from the Department of Education, has worked
very closely with us to develop the process as well. We are
still in the early stages of the process. Almost 200 middle
school students painted the background for the mural. In late
December a group of graduates from Winthrop, who have gone

on to use their creative skills in their own work, will come and
help guide the students in the next steps of the mural. This
particular “Talking Wall” is about process right now. We have
been blogging about the process of the mural. You can see
where we started and what changes have occurred until now.
If you would like to see more or watch the process please visit,
www.wmsartblogspot.com. Keep watching for updates on
the project! Also, look for a full article on this project in the
MAMLE's%4/*:'&1%4*99&0ournal, in the spring.

Save these dates and plan to attend the...

23rd Annual Middle Level

Education Institute
June 24 - June 28, 2007
University of Maine

Middle Level educators know what works. .. Are you using that information in your school? The 2007 Middle Level
Education Institute is intended for schools ready to improve — veteran middle level schools renewing their commitment
to young adolescents’ learning, schools new to the middle school concept, and schools attempting to balance middle
level philosophy and practice within a standards-based system.

The MLEI has changed in both format and content to accommodate the work you need to do. If you have not attended
for several years — or not at all — this is the year to register. Does your school have issues that are driving you crazy?
Struggling with AYP? Too many students with low literacy skills? An indifferent or toxic school climate? Frustrated
students, teachers, or parents? Not enough communication between your middle & high school? Need assistance in
making the best possible use of MLTT learning possibilities? Maximum time is available for your team to work on
your project using the expertise of state and national consultants; focused general sessions, workshops, and concurrent
sessions on topics selected by your school; and being part of a vibrant, stimulating learning environment.

Registration brochures will be mailed by February 1. If you would like more information about this year’s Institute
and how it can assist the work your school is doing, please e-mail one of the Institute Directors (see addresses below).
Registration will close May 1, 2007, and we expect all slots to fill quickly.

Gert Nesin at gert.nesin@umit.maine.edu
Ed Brazee at ed.brazee@umit.maine.edu
207-581-2412
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Winthrop Seventh-Graders Take
To The Water

Michele Demkowicz & Sally Stone
Winthrop Middle School

Winthrop Middle School seventh graders spent a beautiful day
this fall on Lake Maranacook. As part of an integrated program, the
science and math classes of Sally Stone and Michele Demkowicz
have been involved in collecting and analyzing data collected on
the local lake. On October 4th, fifty-five students boarded three
pontoon boats, the OTTER II, owned by the Friends of the Cob-
bossee Watershed, and two other pontoon boats provide by Clark
Marine. Working with Tamara Whitmore, education director for
the Friends, students recorded water clarity, temperature and pH
of the water at different depths. Back at the classroom students
analyzed the data and compared their findings to those of other
bodies of water and against itself over time.
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“Allowing student to obtain water samples away from the
shore provided them a wonderful opportunity to experience data

collecting in a way that not everyone has the chance
to experience, says Tamara. “Having the OTTERII
available as a ‘floating classroom’ really helps bring
together the concepts talked about in the classroom
with real-life educational experience in the field.”

This activity is a good example of what NMSA
states in its policy document, the need for “a cur-
riculum (that) blurs the artificial boundaries among
subjects by tapping into young adolescents’ emerg-
ing ability to understand complex concepts...” Itis
one of the many opportunities these seventh graders
will have to meet the Maine Learning Results while
experiencing how math and science are connected.

The seventh grade students will continue to meet
weekly integrating math and science, including future
lessons with Tamara Whitmore. They hope to go
back out in the boats in the spring to collect some
comparison data.



MIDDLE LINK

Jack is Back

You asked for it... For the past two years, one of the most common requests
on evaluations from the Annual MAMLE Conference at Sugarloaf USA has been
to bring Jack Berckemeyer back for a return engagement. Well, we listened. Jack
was thrilled to be invited back and will indeed be joining us for to 2007 Conference
on October 18 & 19. So make your plans now!

If you missed Jack the first time around, you missed one of the most dynamic,
entertaining, and inspirational speakers to keynote at a MAMLE Conference. Even
a glitch with the microphones did not keep him from taking over the audience. Jack
has keen insightinto young adolescence and teaching methods that make a difference
with these unique learners. After Jack’s keynote, you will definitely want to check
out his workshops based on solid, proven classroom techniques.

Jack Berckemeyer is the current Assistant Executive Director for National Middle
School Association. Before moving to Columbus, Ohio, from Denver, Colorado, Jack
taught sixth grade at Scott Carpenter Middle School for seven years and at Thunder
Ridge Middle School for one year.

During his eight years of teaching, Jack taught various subjects including; lan-
guage arts, social studies, health, expression skills, and physical education. He was
named outstanding educator after two years of teaching at Scott Carpenter Middle
School, and shortly thereafter he was identified as one of the outstanding educators in the Adams County School District. In
2003, Jack received the Outstanding Alumni Award from the Falcon School District.

Jack has presented to several school districts around the country on middle level topics. He has also presented to middle
level educators in thirty different national and international locations. Jack is known for his practical teaching ideas that
involve and motivate young adolescents.

Part of Jack’s responsibilities for the National Middle School Association is to work with their 58 affiliate organizations
throughout the world. He also is the author and editor of one of NMSA’s most popular member benefits, . & 22'##$ %#: : ' >V
)¥#: 2 Heis the co-Author of H.E.L.P. for Teachers and the Student-Lead Conferences Professional Development Kit. Jack also
coordinates on-site professional development for schools and school districts. For the last several years Jack has been a judge
for the Disney American Teacher Awards and serves on the selection committee for the USA Today All Teacher Team.

Fundamentals for Student Success in the Middle Grades
Fantastic NEW Resource from NMSA
http://www.nmsa.org

Do you need to educate your school board about the unique characteristics of young adolescents? Are your new
sixth grade parents mystified about the changes they are seeing in their children? Perhaps you have a batch of new staff
members who do not have a clue about the students with which they will be working? NMSA has just published an online
presentation entitled ! 6-, 3% (- &:*%B"' BB, (- ABE6INA**% % (% +, :(W"3, (*¥hat can become an on-demand resource
for your schoolA

The presentation has three components: characteristics of young adolescents (6 minutes), national recommendations
(3 minutes), and a summary of recent, compelling research (6 minutes). These components can be combined into one
presentation or used separately. The information is clear, concise, research based and presented in an engaging, visual
format.

I B 9/$":) &comes in three formats: streaming video, PowerPoint, and PDF file—anyone can access this resource no
matter their computer or techno-expertise. The streaming video can be stopped and restarted at will. This compact resource
is a ready-on-the spot presentation that gets to the heart of what effective education for young adolescents is all about.

Checkout! B9 $': ) &YE'%BD" : )4B> 2by going to NMSA.org and look for ! B 9/ $": )/ Is in the left hand menu.
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Blogging As an Effective Strategy

Mary Bellino, Windham Middle School
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I am on the fence as to whether I could effectively use
blogging in my classroom. I would have to know everything
and feel completely confident about blogging and related safety
issues before I'd ever attempt it.

It took me a long time to figure out what to do and where
to begin this assignment since I had no prior knowledge about
blog. Frankly, I hated the whole idea of researching something
Ididn’tunderstand, had abias against and found overwhelming.
Also, I had an automatic aversion to the idea of anyone on the
webhaving access to my personal thoughts, teaching techniques
etc. Call it fear, but it was there nonetheless.

When I first heard about the notion of kids blogging in
school, I again thought that “this is dangerous business.” All
I could think about was the child predator out there lurking
and waiting to pounce on an unsuspecting child as a friendly
blogger. It may sound crazy, but it is a real concern of mine.
Anyway, I had this assignment, so onward I plunged.

I decided to search for blogs that related to novels I teach
or social studies topics I cover in grade eight... if there were
such things. I had certain topics/novels in mind when I
began, but I first decided to do a general search and typed in
“Classroom Blogs.” The first thing I found I liked very much
because it was something I could use in literature class (if and
when I ever used blogs). The blog was over the novel </"/,3%
8&/*:Y9YEH && This blog showed the writer’s first name and
a column on the left of the screen that read “Archives and
Recent Posts.” Under the title of the novel were listed various
literary terms such as plot, setting, character, theme etc. The
viewer could go to recent posts/comments to see what students
had to say about the term. I suspected that the viewer was to
demonstrate knowledge of the term and reference it to the novel,
so I clicked “comments.” It did indeed show the thinking of
other students about the terms as they related to the novel. 1
began reading through the comments and saw, to my surprise,
how effective it could be in the classroom as it forced dialogue
in a new way among students. It could also be a vehicle to
encourage kids to challenge themselves by posting a comment
and demonstrating what they knew/understood about the term
as it related to the novel.

We all know that kids love using the laptops and love
communicating with each other, so I immediately saw this
as a way of engaging students with learning in a new and fun
way. “Hey, maybe blogs aren’t so bad after all,” I thought. I
continued studying this blog and eventually discovered that
this was an on-line literature circle!

How clever! I continued on. Still on the same persons blog
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site, I discovered that this person had used the same format
for creating an on-line blog for three other novels. W":"19%4:9%
X*2P by Beverly Cleary, <B=""(B9+ by Judy Blume and <)B/ ")%
6*))&by E.B. White! I was intrigued, to say the least.
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I went to another site that talked about basic strategies for
productive classroom blogging. Here two different instructors
wrote about their use of blogs. They were both affiliated with
CWRL and one named Tom Nelson (11/2004) used them to
create blog groups. He would have his kids create their own
criteria for the group blogs. Each group would be assigned a
different topic but all groups would follow certain guidelines
regarding general good conduct and identification of a clear
audience. He felt by doing this, students would then be able
to more clearly define their purpose of what a blog is and what
it should accomplish.

The other instructor, Marieta Itristova, had her students keep
individual blogs over the class reading where they could post
comments, pose questions, and reflect on the reading. This, she
felt, allowed them to work collaboratively and be more engaged
with the reading. Something I found very interesting was that
she stated she read postings about the readings to generate class
discussion. She thought it quite important to frame class blogs
within a context — giving kids a sense of having an audience
who wants to “engage with your ideas.”
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In an article/blob (I couldn’t tell), O' PP&+296: %, ' %

. & 2'H##HS$, it stated likewise, that class blogs are great
collaborative tools as several students can work together on
one topic. Although this all sounded great, I felt that I had a
long way to go before I could use blogging in my classroom.
First, I felt that for me, I'd have to take it piecemeal and
secondly, I wondered about safety. Obviously many, many
teachers are blogging. According to Andy Carvin, an author,
educational technician and Internet activist, in a blog (October
23, 2006), “not enough philanthropic investment is made to
education on identifying the full potential of information and
communication technology to engage our youth.” He firmly
believes that we will see a, “whole new generation of on-line
tools dedicated to youth engagement.” So my question now
became,” how do we make blogging safe for all and how do
we make it manageable?”

I decided to research how kids could stay safe using blogs,
so I began a another search. My search led me to several sites,
one of which was 0 *"9</('&l C#. Parry Aftab, who runs the
0 *"9</('&| C#* program says she doesn’t think any blogs
are safe for kids! This concerned me. Another article I read
written by Bob Sullivan, technical correspondent for MSNBC
(4/29/05) was titled “Kids, Blogs and Too Much Information,”
stated that kids tend to freely give out information which should
be kept private such as e-mail addresses, phone numbers etc.
I suspect that stringent guidelines must be in place before a
teacher attempts to use blogging as a classroom strategy. For
instance, teachers should make kids aware of blogging risks,
consider the AUP in the school, notify parents and have clear
directives for students with consequences if the guidelines are
not followed. I may be way off track, but I think caution should
be the watchword when considering blogs in the classroom.

When I came across an article on line published 7/7/05
and updated 9/18/06 listing twelve safety tips on blogging
for parent and kids, I was surprised and pleased to find out
that others were concerned about blogging dangers. One tip
I particularly liked was the directive to parents and I suppose
school districts, to evaluate the blogging service and find out
if it offers private, password-protected blogs. I did wonder if
teachers can have classes blog willy-nilly or do teachers need
to have permission to use blogging in the classroom?
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Idon’tknow! Idon’t have the answers for even the most
basic information regarding blogging in school except that
it is being done and it looks like a positive teaching tool
and a potentially valuable and worthwhile strategy for the
classroom. I will admit after extensive reading about blogs,
I can truly see the benefits of using them. If I had the know-
how and certainty of safety, I think one strategy I would
try would be having students using the blogs as a means of
understanding literary terms when studying a class novel.
That idea really appealed to me. As for social studies, I can
see how this idea of blogging could tie in beautifully with
the study of historical topics such as colonization. A class
blog could be a great forum where students could exchange
ideas and make connections about it. I was thinking about a
particular assignment, a favorite of mine. What characteristics
and qualities would a Jamestown settler need to meet the
challenges he/she faced in the New World? What a blogging
session that could be!

In conclusion, blogging as a classroom strategy has many
educational benefits. It is highly motivating, an excellent
opportunity to engage all students in reading and writing
—even the reluctant ones, it is a great forum for collaboration
among students, and blogging is obviously user friendly
for students and easily accessible at home and at school.
However, despite these positive aspects, I know I would still
feel trepidation if I embarked upon this new strategy called
blogging for the reasons I’ve stated. One thing is for sure,
my thoughts about blogging continue to vacillate.

mamleonline.org
check it out!

The Maine Association for Middle Level Education now has a terrific website offering information and resources

related to middle level education in Maine and across the country. Stop in and find:

News
Links

Teacher Resources
Journal Articles
Maine’s Best - Award Winners

Membership Info
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Information about MAMLE
Conference Info
Professional Opportunities & More
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students not reading on grade level. Together they set a school
wide goal that every child would leave Bowdoin Central
reading on grade level — another trail blazing act back in the
80’s in the days way before AYP. Together they developed
their knowledge and skills in literacy using the lessons learned
from New Zealand, which had at that time the highest literacy
rates in the world.

Bette’s next role was as principal of the seventh and eighth
grades at Mt. Ararat School, then a 7-12 school. The district
was hoping to build a new 6-8 middle school, and Bette was to
shepherd that process. During her tenure at Mt. Ararat School
and then Mt. Ararat Middle School she continued to foster
trail blazing and out-of-the-box thinking. First, the seventh
and eighth grades moved out of the 7-12 school into the old
Brunswick High School — different town, different district.
However, by removing the two grades, the infant Mt. Ararat
Middle School began to develop its own identity and working
norms. Bette fought for equity of distribution of funds between
the middle and high school. She also created positions called
Learning Center teachers that in reality were those of literacy
and academic coaches — an idea again about 15 years before
its time. Integrating the motivational power of technology
into the students’ learning experiences was another priority
of Bette’s and she provided human and financial resources.
Bette recognized that when students’ are engaged they work
harder and learn more.

While helping the seventh and eight grade staff develop
their learning community, Bette also oversaw the planning for
the new school. It was an inclusive process that integrated the
ideas of staff, students, and community. Knowing that merging
six grade teachers from six different elementary schools with the
established staff of the middle school was fraught with challenges,
Bette started the process two years before the opening of the
new school with joint staff development and visioning sessions.
Bette oversaw the opening of the new middle school midway
through the year with just the seventh and eighth grades making
the move. The sixth grades were to come the next fall —a highly
anticipated event by Bette and her staff. While principal at Mt.
Ararat Middle School, Bette received several awards, including
Principal of the Year and a Milken Family Foundation National
Educator Award.

And then another trail blazing opportunity presented itself

— Governor Angus King called. Bette became a member of
the Maine Learning Technology Endowment Task Force, a
group convened to collaboratively shape Governor King’s
vision of every student with a wireless computing device.
Despite the controversy of Gov. King’s idea, the Task Force
was able to craft a proposal that found bipartisan approval in
Augusta. She was asked to take a leave from Mt. Ararat to
serve as a Distinguished Educator at the Maine Department
of Education. There she would head the curriculum and
professional development aspects of the recently renamed
Maine Learning Technology Initiative. She continued her work
as a trailblazer and problem solver, fearlessly picking up the
phone to call anyone who might know something that would
help us. Bette collected a broad group of educators to help
plan and implement the work: the Design Team for Curriculum
and Professional Development. She insisted that the work be
collaborative and that the state have two-way communication
with the schools and the schools with the state, establishing
a Teacher Leader in each of the 241 schools participating in
MLTI and Regional Shared Leadership Team meetings.

Bette’s work with MLTI was made permanent when she
was appointed Director of Special Projects at the Maine DOE
by incoming Commissioner of Education, Sue Gendron. In
that position, Bette has continued to successfully lead the
country’s first statewide learning with laptop initiative. She
was instrumental in keeping the focus more on learning and
teaching than on hardware and software. No other state
program has a contact, a lead teacher in every school. No other
state distributes the professional development and continues
to modify and expand services based on the expressed needs
of the schools. And while it might not be widely recognized
in Maine, Maine now has a world wide reputation on how to
successfully implement learning with laptops initiatives, even
helping to shape the $100 laptop initiative by taking on MIT’s
Nicolas Negroponte about the importance of professional
development!

Formerly the Friend of Middle Level Education Award,
the award was renamed The Brazee Award in 2002, in honor
of the numerous, ongoing contributions of Dr. Ed Brazee. To
date, there have been two previous recipients: Bob Cobb and
Ed Brazee. The Board of Directors of the Maine Association
for Middle Level Education is proud to present the Brazee
Award to Bette Manchester.

Heeeeee's Back! Yes, Jack is back.

You don't want to miss him at the Annual MAMLE Conference at Sugarloaf USA on

October 18 - 19, 2007. Watch for registration materials in March. For immediate
information on costs, program, housing, group rates, etc., contact
Wally Alexander at wallace.alexander @umit.maine.edu.
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MAMLE Membership

MAMLE, Maine Association for Middle Level Education, is the
professional association of teachers, administrators, and parents who have
joined together to support the development of quality programs which
serve the needs of young adolescents. MAMLE exists to promote a better
Our Maine Concem understanding of middle grades education in our state. It is a source of
ideas, information, and support.

MAMLE Membership Benefits Include:
4/*'&1%4*99&' (annual journal)
3 issues of 4*99&'%6*: I(newsletter)
Reduced rates at Annual Conference and regional conferences
Voting eligibility
Periodic mailings of information pertinent to middle level educators

Undergraduate Student Membership ($5.00) Ist Year Teacher/1st Year Member ($15.00)
Individual Membership ($20.00) Institutional Membership ($95.00)
International Membership ($30.00) International Institutional ($120.00)

Institutional membership entitles the member school to 6 copies of 4*99&'%*:1, 2 copies of 4/*:'&1%
4*99&', conference discount for all staff in that building, and 2 votes eligibility.

NAME: TITLE:

SCHOOL.:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
WORK PHONE: E-MAIL:
MEMBERSHIP TYPE: INDIVIDUAL INSTITUTIONAL
AMOUNT ENCLOSED: CHECK# PO#

Send this form and check payable to MAMLE (or purchase order for institutional memberships) to:

MAMLE

Thomas College

180 West River Road
Waterville, ME 04901



Annual MAMLE Conference.'

October 18 - 19, 2007
Sugar[oaf USA

The 2007 MAMLE Conference will feature two full days of sessions, workshops, exemplary team
presentations, keynote addresses, networking among teams and schools, exhibits, and special
events.

This year’s Conference will feature two outstanding keynoters, NMSA’s Jack Berckemeyer and former
Governor of Maine, Angus King. Jack Berckemeyer is the current Assistant Executive Director for
National Middle School Association. Before moving to this position, Jack was a middle level teacher in
Denver, Colorado. During his eight years of teaching, he taught various subjects including; language
arts, social studies, health, expression skills, and physical education. He was named outstanding
educator after two years of teaching at Scott Carpenter Middle School, and shortly thereafter he
was identi! ed as one of the outstanding educators in the Adams County School District. In 2003,
Jack received the OQutstanding Alumni Award from the Falcon School District. Jack has presented
to school districts around the country on middle level topics. He has also presented to middle level
educators in thirty different national and international locations. Jack is known for his practical
teaching ideas that involve and motivate young adolescents.

Angus King became Governor of Maine in 1995, a position he held until 2003. Elected as an
independent in 1994 in his ! rst run for public of! ce, he was re-elected in 1998 by one of the largest
margins in Maine history. King lists among his major accomplishments as governor a total rebuild
of the State’s mental health and corrections systems; major improvements in the State’s service
capability, including on-line services; a substantial increase in the State’s commitment to research and
development; the largest increase of lands in conservation it the State’s history; and the nationally-
recognized program that provides a laptop computer to every seventh and eighth grade student in the
State, regardless of location or family income, making Maine’s students among the most computer
literate in the world.

Spend two exciting days with Jack Berckemeyer, Angus King, teachers, principals and other
practitioners from excellent middle level schools to learn more about: Using Computers in Classroom
Instruction — Implementing Learning Results — Student-Led Conferencing — Teaming — Portfolios
& Performance Reporting — Inclusion Issues — Gifted & Talented & Middle School — Doing More
With Less — Advisory Programs — Involving Parents & Community — Middle Level Programs in K-8
Schools — Integrated Curriculum — & More.

For information:
E-mail Wally Alexander at wallace.alexander @umit.maine.edu.

Group Rates Available!
MAMLE is happy to offer special registration rates for groups of 12 or more.
Groups of 12-20 receive a discount of 20 % off regular registration fees. Groups of
20+ receive a 25% discount. Discounts do not apply to housing costs.




